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Jertilizer  scarce  for  home  gardens'? 
Sight  way  to  apply  commercial  fertilizer? 
How  plant  vegetable  seeds? 


jgsmg  FROM: 
J'Plant  scientists  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture 
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Garden  questions  fill  the  mail  bag  today. . . .  questions  from  homemakers  who 
are  planning  their  194-3  Victory  Gardens.     Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wickard  recently 
asked  residents  of  towns-,  cities,  and  suburban  areas  who  have  suitable  garden  space 
to  grow  at  least  part  of  their  own  food.    Many  of  these  families  have  never  before 
had  a  garden.    Of  course,  every  farm  family  will  have  a  food  garden  for  its  own 
use..    But  other  families  who  have  never  tried  to  grow  their  own  vegetables  can  now 
furnish  nutritious  food  for  the  family  table,  cut  down  the  demand  for  commercial 
food  and  ea.se  transportation  burdens.     Some  of  these  gardeners  can  also  grow 
vegetables  for  canning. 

Here's  the  first  question:     "How  can  I  tell  when  my  garden  soil  is  right  to 
begin  spading  and  working?" 

Pick  up  a  handful  of  soil  and  squeeze  it  together,  the  plant  scientists  say. 
If  it  crumbles  readily  you  can  go  ahead.     If  it  sticks  together  in  a  ball  and 
doesn't  Crumble  at  a  slight  pressure  of  your  thumb  and  finger,  it  is  too  wet  yet  to 
plow  or  work. 

Here's  another  question  on  preparing  the  garden  for  planting:     "I  have  heard 
that  some  of  the  chemicals  used  for  fertilizers  are  hard  to  get.    If  I  plan  to  make 
a  garden  on  a  vacant  lot  near  my  home,  will  I  be  able  to  get  the  necessary 
fertilizer?  " 

Yes,  according  to  the  plant  specialists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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The  War  Prod-action  Board  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  already  approved  a 
"Victory  Garden  fertilizer  that  is  about  as  good  as  you  can  get  just  how.  The 
formula,  is  a  little  different  from  the  one  the  plant  scientists  used  to  recommend, 
"but  it  will  produce  good  results  if  you  have  a  suitable,  sunny  plot  of  ground  and 
do  the  work.     The  Victory  Garden  fertilizer  contains  3  percent  nitrogen,  8  percent 
phosphoric  acid  and  7  percent  potash,    B.egula.r  fertilizer  dealers  will  sell  this 
"Victory  Garden  Fertilizer". . .  .Ask  for  it  "by  that  name.     It  comes  in  5-10-25-50  an 
100-pound  packages .    You'll  need  a  -oound  for  each  24  or  25  feet  of  row  you  intend 
to  plant.... or  3  or  4-  pounds  for  100  square  feet. 

Here's  another  question  about  fertilizer:     "feat  is  the  right  way  to  use 
commercial  fertilizer?     Should  I  scatter  it  ahout  or  dig  it?" 

The  To  est  way  to  get  the  good  of  commercial  fertilizer. . .  .such  as  the  Victory 

Garden  Fertilizer. .. *is  to  spread  it  along  the  garden  rows  you  have  staked  out,  bu 

■ 

not  close  enough  to  touch  the  seeds.     Scoo-p  out  a  wide  furrow  with  a.  hoe,  about  2 
inches  from  the  line  where  you  will  sow  the  seeds  or  set  out  your  young  plants. 
Make  a  band  3  or  4  inches  wide  and  2  inches  deep.     Spread  the  fertilizer  evenly 
along  this  furrow,  mine  it  with,  the  soil,  and  cover  it  about  2  inches  deep.  It's 
easier  to  broadcast  the  fertilizer  than  to  apply  it  in  hands,  but  except  where  the 
rows  a.re  very  close,  that  wastes  precious  fertilizer. 

How  for  a  planting  question.     "Plow  far  apart  and  how  deep  should  I  plant  the 
vegetables  in  my  Victory  Garden?" 

It  all  depends  on  the  vegetable,  the  plant  specialists  say.     If  you  haven't 
a  copy  of  the  free  1943  Victory  Garden  bulletin,  you'd  bettor  write  immediately  to 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.   C.  and  ask  for  one.  This 
bulletin  tolls  in  detail  how  to  plant  every  vegetable  you  are  likely  to  vraut  in 
your  garden,  and  gives  a  lot  of  other  information  to  help  you  make  a  success  of 
your  under t aking . 

For  example,  you  space  bean  and  pea  seeds  exactly  as  you  want  the  plants  to 


stand. ...  also  any  snail  plants  like  tomato ,  caooage,  or  onion  sets.     Ton  should 
never  thin  these  vegetables  in  the  rows.    But  you  can  sow  the  small  seeds  of 
carrots,   co  Hards ,  onions,  parsnips,  spinach  and  turnips  3  or  4  times  as  thick  a.s 
you  want  the  plants  spaced  when  they1 re  fullgrown.    Many  of  the  very  small  seeds 
won't  come  up,  or  won't  grow  into  strong  plants,  or,  if  they  do  grow,  you1 11  have 
to  thin  these  vegetables  to  prevent  crowding. 

Again,  don't  sow  beet  and  chard  "seeds"  any  thicker  than  the  plants  are  to 
stand.     The  so-called  seeds-  of  these  vegetabled  are  really  fruits.     Each  contains 
several  seeds.     Some  thinning  is  always  necessary. 

Siow  about  how  deep  to  plant  your  seeds.     That  also  depends  on  the  vegetable. 
Most  gardeners  make  the  mistake  of  planting  too  deep.    Just  plant  deep  enough  to 
make  sure  the  seed  is  in  moist  soil.     If  you  plant  it  too  near  the  surfa.ce  the 
soil  around  it  may  dry  out  before  the  seed  germinates.    Or  rain  may  uncover  the 
seed  and  it  won't  grow. 

On  the  other  hand,   if  you  plant  too  deep,   the  seed  will  be  slow  germinating, 
and  the  sprouts .may  have  difficulty  pushing  up  through  the  soil. 

The  plant  specialists  say  that  before  you  begin  any  planting,  you'll  need  to 
work  the  soil  until  it  is  fine,  smooth,  and  free  from  clods,  trash,  and  stones. 
Then,  when  you  want  to  make  the  rows  for  planting  the  small  seeds,  take  the  end  of 
the  handle  of  a  rake  or  hoe  end  draw  it  through  the  soil  along  the  string  that 
marks  the  row,  so  that  you  have  a  shallow  furrow  about  half  an  inch  deep.     Take  the 
corner  of  the  hoe  to  open  the  rows  for  larger  seeds  that  you  plant  an  inch  deep  or 
deeper.     u'ith  a  little  practice  you'll  soon  be  able  to  maize  the  trenches  of  uniform 
depth,   each  one  right  for  the  hind  of  seed  that  is  to  go  in  it.  . 

Mien  plants  come  up  irregularly,  it's  often  because  the  seeds  were  planted  at 
irregular  depths,  or  were  not  covered  evenly. 

That 1 s  all  the  garden  questions  we  have  time  for  today,     listen  for  others 


